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For though I be free from all men, yet have I made myself servant unto all, that I might gain the more. (1 Cor. 9:19)

Volume 3 No. 4

July 26, 2009

NURTURE PERSEVERANCE

Services
Bible Study ........ccevenne. 10 a.m.
Morning Service................ 11am.
Evening Service................. 6 p.m.
Wednesday Meeting............ 7 p.m.
News @ NSD

WELCOME
VISITORS!

Prayer List
¢ Ernest Peeples - deployed in
Iraq.

e Jason Henderson - travels
often for work.

e Dema Franklin has been
visiting family in El Centro.

¢ Martha Holloway - recurring
back and heart condition.

eJana Wells - recurring
respiratory condition.

e Marie Adams - had her hip
surgery last week; recovering
at home.

e Vicki Barton’s mother, Lisa —
recovering well but keep
praying for her full recovery.

e Ken Holloway’s brother,
Chuck.
e Also keep Cassandra

Fredrickson and Samantha
Wilson in your prayers.

In the book of Revelation, chapter two and verse three, the message to the
church in Ephesus is, “you have perseverance and have endured for My name's sake,
and have not grown weary." But this message is not limited to the brethren in
Ephesus, for the appeal to not grow weary is repeated to each one of the
seven churches in Asia. In short they were being called upon to hang in
despite the severe oppression directed at them. Then again, the
Scriptures are replete with the injunction for children of God, both then
and now, to have spiritual tenacity. Which broaches the question as to
how one can learn to nurture perseverance or stated in a little more di-
rected way a "gritty nature"?

Inasmuch as one is not born with a "gritty nature" it stands to reason
there are steps that must be put in place in order to fully develop it. First
it is imperative for one to be passionate about what they believe. In fact
the brethren in Ephesus were challenged to rekindle their 'first
love"(Revelations 2:4). It is so much easier to overcome obstacles if you
are truly avid about you are doing and defending.

And you have persevered and have patience,
and have labored for My name’s sake

and have not become weary

Be willing to accept criticism when it is being offered in order to
instruct. As well, look at such from the standpoint of how it can make
you stronger and more courageous in the future than you were in the
past. The brethren in Corinth seemed to embrace this attitude after they
had been confronted by Paul as seen expressed in both of his epistles to
them. The first where he challenged them, and the second where he
praised them for the changes brought about.

Pay attention to the examples seen in the lives of others who manifest a
"gritty nature". Make careful note of what you see in them that might be
lacking in you. But always against the backdrop of what Paul penned in 1
Corinthians 11:1, "Be imitators of me, just as | also am of Christ."
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... singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs
with thankfulness in your hearts to God. Col 3:16

The earth is the LORD’s, and all its
fullness,

The world and those who

dwell therein.

For He has founded it upon the
seas,

And established it upon the
waters.

Who may ascend into the hill of the
LORD?

Or who may stand in His

holy place?

He who has clean hands and @

pure heart.
Psalm 24:1-4

God who touches earth with beauty
Make my heart anew

With your Spirit recreate me

Pure and strong and true

Like the arching of the heavens
Lift my thoughts above

Turn my dreams to noble action
Ministries of love

God who touches earth with beauty
Make my heart anew
Keep me ever by Your Spirit

Pure and strong and true
C. Harold Lowden

[Nurture Perseverance]

Learn from the failures you will encounter in life. Just stop and think
about it for a minute; other than Christ, who hasn't experienced failure
at some point in life? Peter did, as did Judas. However there is a BIG
difference between the two. Judas couldn't bear his failure and
committed suicide whereas Peter took the time to reflect and grew from
his failure and moved forward. One must learn to deal emotionally with
failure in order to progress. Paul on his part wrote, "But | discipline my
body and make it my slave, so that, after | have preached to others, | myself might
be disqualified." (1 Corinthians 9:27).

Recognize that there is a link between perseverance and optimism. Such a
link makes intuitive sense: It is hard to set goals and persevere without a
positive sense of reaching the goal in the future. "Brethren, | do not regard
myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing | do: forgetting what lies behind and,
reaching forward to what lies ahead, | press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward
call of God in Christ Jesus." (Phil. 3:12-14)

The Bulwark, April 2009

Wise as Serpents

Matthew 10: 16 - Therefore be wise as serpents and harmless as doves.

On December 26, 2004, the world watched in horror as the story of the
tsunami disaster in Southeast Asia unfolded. An earthquake beneath the Indian
Ocean triggered a huge tidal wave as high as 100 feet tall that came crashing on
shore across the region. Over a quarter million people died in the rampaging
waters and devastation that followed. Entire island populations and coastal
villages were wiped out - every man, woman, and child in some cases.

According to the Associated Press, there was one notable exception to
the loss of life. The Morgan sea gypsies are a small tribe of fishermen who spend
much of the year on their boats fishing between India, Indonesia and Thailand.
They were living directly in the path of certain disaster. Yet every single member
of the tribe survived, while most of their neighbors disappeared in the rampaging
waters.

Why? The tribal chief explains, "For generations our fathers warned us
that if the waters ever receded fast, they would quickly reappear in the same
quantity in which they disappeared.”

On December 26 when the sea suddenly drained away, many of their
neighbors ran to the beach with baskets to pick up stranded fish. Not the Morgan
sea gypsies. The chief ordered his tribe to run in the opposite direction, to the
mountains and safety. When the tsunami hit, the entire tribe was spared.

NO ONE outside of heaven knows exactly when He will return. This “day
of the Lord” will come unexpectedly “like a thief in the night” (1 Thessalonians
5:2). He could come at any moment! The key is to BE READY! The “SIGN” of
Jesus’ 2™ coming is that... He said He would! (Mat 25:31ff).

Excerpted from Living Water, July 2009
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