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For though I be free from ail men, yet have I made myself servant unto all, that I might gain the more. (1 Cor. 9:19)
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Services
Bible Study ..................... 10am
Moming Senvice................11am
Evening Service................. 6 p.m

Wednesday Meeting............7 p.m.

PRAY NAKED

News @ NSD

WELCOME VISITORS!

Prayer List

¢ Emest Peeples - deployed in
Iraq.

¢ Jason Henderson - travelling
for work.

e Dema Franklin - her wrist is

doing better but still have
some weeks before full
recovery.

e Please continue to pray for
Sally Harper’s nephew, Isaiah.

e Marie Adams - out of rehab
facility and recovering at home
from hip surgery.

¢ Jeanne Lynne - in recovery
from cancer treatments but
still need our prayers.

» Ken Holloway’s brother, Chuck
who is in the hospital and his
sister-inlaw Dorothy who is
doing better after her recent
stroke.

¢ Please continue to pray for
Samantha Wilson and for
Cassandra Fredrickson who is
away at college.

Sunday Class
Studies in James

Wednesday Class
The Sin That Will Not Be Forgiven

Got your attention?

I kind of knew it would. So did David Robinson who wrote and
interesting article using the same title some years back. Though in the
article it was quite apparent the author was speaking literally not in a
figurative sense. For our purposes, the emphasis will be on spiritual
nakedness as opposed to physical nudity.

There can be no doubt to the fact that God wants a very intimate
relationship with us. A relationship that strips away the facade we seek
to hide behind, and leaves us standing before God spiritually naked. “And
there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and
open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give accouni.” (Heb. 4:13)

Mankind spends a tremendous amount of time and energy trying to cover
up the dirty laundry we haul around with respect to our lives. We put up
a front designed to conceal our sins and struggles, hoping against hope
that no one will dare look behind the curtain. It is easy to deceive man,
however, there is no way we can deceive God (see Gal. 6:7). God sees
right through any cloaking device we may opt to present. The Pharisees
thought themselves quite adroit at being able to put on a front of
righteousness and piety. Yet, Jesus looked behind their facade, and

revealed just how
transparent they truly
were (see Matt. 23:1ff).

Luke

18:11-14 3¢ phariseestood ond was praying

thus to himself, ‘God | thank Thee that |

am not like other people: swindlers,
unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax-
gatherer. | fast twice a week; | pay tithes
of all that | get.”

But the tax-gatherer, standing some
distance away, was even unwilling to lift
up his eyes to Heaven, but was beating
his breast, saying, "God be merciful to
me, the sinner!’

1tell you, this man went down to his
house justified rather than the other; for
everyone who exalts himself shall be
humbled, but he who humbles himself
shall be exalted.

In the 18th chapter of
Luke there is an excellent
contrast set forth. On one
hand there is the
individual who is seeking
to conceal, while holding
on to a pretext of right-
eousness  (albeit  self
righteous). Then there is
the individual who stands
before God, exposed:
spiritually naked.
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